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PolicyLink

• PolicyLink is a national research and action institute
advancing economic and social equity by Lifting Up What
Works.®

• Founded in 1999, PolicyLink connects the work of
people on the ground to the creation of sustainable
communities of opportunity that allow everyone to
participate and prosper. Such communities offer access to
quality jobs, affordable housing, good schools,
transportation, and the benefits of healthy food and
physical activity.

• Equity means just and fair inclusion into a society
where ALL can participate and prosper



Partnerships - Path to Sustainable
Communities of Opportunity

• Promise Neighborhoods

• Healthy Food Financing Initiative

• Sustainable Communities Initiative
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Partnerships Must Be Rooted In Equity

• Equity means just and fair inclusion into a society
where ALL can participate and prosper

• Partnerships require intentionality, focus, and a
commitment to recognizing and valuing the expertise
and resources community partners bring to bear

• Community
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Why Partner with Community In Planning ?

• Planning processes  are important to quality of life and
sustainability.  Those closest to the issues must be
involved in designing solutions.

• Planning that doesn’t include the wisdom and experience
of those closest to the issues can cause unintended harm
with long-term, devastating impacts.
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Where Do Partnerships Fit In the
Process?

• Efforts to implement local and regional visions for
sustainability in the long-term are not successful without
substantial sustained stakeholder involvement and
support.
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Characteristics of Successful Sustainable
Partnerships

Respect: Respects and values diverse
backgrounds, expertise and experiences.

Shared Decision-Making: Decisions are made
together. Bottom lines are clearly stated,
upfront.

Transparent: All the information is on the
table.  No surprises or discoveries.
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 Questions?

If you have more questions, please contact:

Sarita Turner, Sustainable Communities Fellow
sarita@policylink.org

www.policylink.org
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